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= Government of India

§U] Department of Health and Family Welfare
AL, s : Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
DO.No.MoHFW/COVIDVariant/2021
: 29" November, 2021

Subject: Preventive measures in view of latest Variant of Concern, i.e.,, B,1.1.529
(Omicron variant) reg. '

Dear & ?’M’fz
This is regardir€] the recently reported Variant of Concern (VoC) B.1.1.529, termed Omicron
- variant by the World Health Organization. Please refer to this Ministry’s letter dated 25.1T.207T,
vide wh

ich States/UTs were informed about the reporting of COVID-19 variant B.1.1.529 in several

countries. Please also refer to this Ministry’s Letter No. Z.28015/185/2021-DM Cell dated
27.11,2021.

& In view of this, strict and effective measures to control the entry of VoC into the country and
prevent the spread of transmission within, are required to be taken by the States/UTs:

Measures in respect of International travellers:

1. Revised Guidelines for International travel have been issued by this Ministry on 28.11.2021
along with a revised algorithm, which are available on this Ministry's website:
(https://_www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/Guidelinesforlnternationalarri'vai28112021,-p_df) (Enclosed
for reference). As per these Guidelines, it has been mandated that all passengers submit
self-declaration form on the online Air  Suvidha portal
‘(https_://ww‘w,n_e‘wdelh;iairport.in/airsuvidha/apho—registration) before the scheduled travel,
including details of travel in past 14 days. :

II. - Details of destination address, including district, village etc. must also be specified on the
portal. The State Surveillance Officers must be informed about the same to ensure

- readiness for tracking upon arrival (if required). - "
III.  States/UTs must proactively ensure testing as per Guidelines and sending positive samples
~ for Whole Genome Sequencing. They should also proactively liaise with other States/UTs to
ensure effective follow-up of international traveller movement after disembarking.

IV.  All passengers from “At-Risk” countries are mandated to be subjected to RT-PCR testing
upon arrival. Random RT-PCR testing must also be done for passengers from all other
countries. Kindly facilitate this at the airports :

V. - The individuals turning positive must be managed at separate isolation facilities as per

* Guidelines, and the results be sent expeditiously for Whole Genome Sequencing. The

contacts of positive travellers must be kept under institutional/home quarantine and
must be strictly monitored by the States/UTs. ' - :

VL. - The untested passengers and those turning RT-PCR negative must be followed up by the
State Surveillance Units on Day 2 and Day 5, and their RT-PCR test must be conducted, if
found symptomatic. i

VII.  The States/UTs should ensure that every international traveller from these “At-Risk”
countries is accounted for, tested, and positive samples sent promptly for Whole Genome
Sequencing to designated INSACOG Genome Sequencing Laboratories (IGSLs).
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Measures Within the Country:

L It is critical that a strict vigil is maintained by the States/UTs to ensure that district-
wise surveillance is carried out to track the emergence and spread of Variants of
Concern in the country. ' >

1L Daily monitoring by the State Surveillance Officer, reviewed at your own level, is
essential to track and contain the spread of transmission of VoCs in the
country, especially from any recent clusters of positive cases.

I It is imperative that the three-pronged surveillance strategy outlined in the INSACOG
Guidance document are strictly followed and rigorously monitored.

IV. 1 would like to reiterate that sentinel and surge surveillance through the Sentinel
Surveillance Sites established in the States/UTs must also be carried out as per INSACOG
Guidelines, to ensure that all such positive samples are sent expeditiously for Whole
Genome Sequencing.

3. The public health response, however, remains the same and must now be made even more
responsive and effective. Clusters of infection must be contained as-per the strategy already in
place. States/UTs should take necessary steps to promote proper wearing of masks, frequent
hand-sanitization and ensure COVID-appropriate behaviour, especially in area where large
public gatherings are expected, as these are the key to protection against any variant of the COVID-
19 virus. '

4, COVID19 Vaccination has been demonstrated to be effective against SARS-CoV2 Variants
of Concern in reducing morbidity and mortality. It is, therefore, of paramount importance that
States/UTs accelerate the pace of vaccination. Effective communication strategies keeping in view
local vaccine hesitancy issues must be devised to overcome any residual vaccine resistance.

5. You must also review this activity at your own level, preferably every day, to ensure strict

vigil and rigorous enforcement of the Guidelines. Focussed and proactive steps by all concerned
' functionaries to enforce the multi-pronged prevention and containment strategy as indicated above,
~is the need of the hour. These steps are crucial in our efforts to contain the spread of transmission

of COVID19 variants in the country. o P
. - Loy A

; - ; e ours sincerely,
Encl. I: Revised Guidelines for International Travel X :
e i

Encl. IL: Algorithm for International Travellers
(Rajesh Bhushan)

ACS/Pr.Secy./Secy. (Health) of all States/UTs



Government of India
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Guidelines for International Arrivals
{in supersession of all guidelines issued on the subject on and after 11" November 2021) .

Introduction

The global trajectory of COVID-19 pandemic continues to decline with certain regional variations. The
need to monitor the continuously changing nature of virus and evolution of SAR_S~C0V—2 variants of
concern (VOCs) must still remain in focus. The existing guidelines for international arrivals in India
have been formulated taking a risk-based approach. The existing guidelines have been revised in view
of reporting of a new variant of SARS-CoV-2 (B:1,1.529; named Omicron) which has been now
classified as Variant of Concern by the World Health Organization.

Scope

This document provides protocols to be complied with international travellers as well those to be
followed by airlines, points of entry (airports, seaports and land border) for risk profiling of passengers.

; Th'is‘Standard Operating Procedure shall be valid w.é..f. 1% December 2021 (00.01 Hrs IST) till further
orders. Based on the risk assessment, this document shall be reviewed from time to time.

Al.  Planning for Travel

i All travellers should
a. Submit - self-declaration form on the online Air Suvidha portal
(https://www. newdelhiairport.in/airsuvidha/apho-registration) before the scheduled
travel, including last 14 days travel details.

b.-  Upload a negative COVID-19 RT-PCR report* This test should have been conducted |

_ within 72 hrs prior to undertaking the journey.
C. Each passenger shall also submit a deciaratnon with respect to authentu::ty of the
report and will be liable for criminal prQSGCUtIOh, if found otherwise.

il They should also give an undertaking on the portal or otherwise to Ministry of Civil Aviation,
" Government of India, through concerned airlines before they are allowed to undertake the
journey that they would abide by the decision of the appropriate government authority to

, undergo home/institutional quarantine/ self-health monitoring, as warranted,
iii. Continuing with the earlier approach, travellers from certain specified Countries (based on
: emdemlologxcal situation of COVID-19 in those Countries) are identified for additional follow
up. These include need for additional measures as detailed in para (xv) below. The Ilstmg of
such specified Countriesis a dynamic exercise based on evolving situation of COVID-19 across
the world and will be made available on the websites of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,
(mohfw. gov.in) and the link of the same will be available at websxte of Ministry of External

Affasrs and Air Suwdha Portai : '

. y s

A2, 'Before Boarding

v, Passengers originating or transiting from at-risk countries shall be informed by the airlines
that they will undergo post arrival testing, quarantine if tested negative, stringent isolation
protocols if tested positive etc. as mentioned in para (xv).
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XV,

XVi.

Do's and Don'ts shall be |

provid t1 tra
concerned

Airlines to aliow boarding by only those passengers who have filled in the Self Declaration
Form on th@ Air Suvidha portal, uploaded the negative RT-PCR test report. -

At the time of boarding the flight, only asymptomatic travellers will be allowed to board after
thermal screening.

All passengers shall be adwsed to download Aarogya Setu app on their mobile dEViC@';
During Travel

In-flight announcement about COVID-19 including precautionary measures to be followed
shall be made at airports and in flights and during transit.

_ During in-flight crew shall ensure that COVID appropriate behaviour is followed at all times.

If any passenger reports symptoms of COVID-19 during flight, he/she shall be isolated as per
protocol.

On arrival

De-boarding should be done ensuring physical distancing.

Thermal screening would be carried out in respect of all the passengers by the health officials
present at the airport. The self-declaration form filled online shall be shown to the airport
health staff. '

The passengers found to be symptomatic during screening shall be immediately isolated and
taken to medical facility as per health protécol if tested positive, their contacts shall be
identified and managed as per laid down protocol”.

Travellers from specified Countries at risk [as menttoned in para (iii) above] will follow the
protocol as detailed below:

e Submission of sample for post-arrival COVID-19 test* at the point of

- arrival (self-paid). Such travellers will be required to wait for their test
results at the arrival airport before leaving or taking a connecting flight.

e If tested negative they will follow, home quarantine for 7 days. Re-test on
the 8th day of arrival in India* and if negative, further self-monitor ofthenr'
health for next 7 days.

» However, if such travellers are tested positive, their samples should be

_sent for genomic testing at INSACOG laboratory network.

¢ They shall be managed at separate isolation facility and treated as per laid
down standard protocol including contact tracing mentioned in para (xiv).

¢ The contacts of such positive case should be kept under institutional
quarantine or at home quarantiné monitored strictly by the concerned -
State Government as per laid down protocol.

Travellers from Countries excluding those Countries at risk, will be allowed to leave the airport
and shall self-monitor their health for 14 days’ post arrival. A sub-section (5% of the total flight
passengers) shall undergo post-arrival testing at r’an_dom at the airport on arrival.

a. The 5% of such travellers in each flight shall be identified by the concerned airlines
(preferably from different countries). . '

b. Such travellers shall be escorted by the concerned airlines/MoCA to testing area on
arrival.

gi ' The cost of testing of such travellers shall be borne by MoCA.



d. dr;.-;; from (‘311‘ '[ i‘-‘"}ﬂ""-"l:“,-: rs.
e If such travellers are tested positive, they shall be managed as pe:
protocol and samples would further send for genomic testing.
- xvil. If travellers under home quarantine or self-health monitoring, develop signs and symptoms

suggestive of COVID-19 or test positive for COVID-19 on re-testing, they will immediately seif-
isolate and report to their nearest health facility or call Natsonal helplme number {1075}/ State
Heiplme Number.

International travellers arriving at seaports/land ports

wiii,  International travellers arriving through seaports/land ports WIH also have to undergo the
: same protocol as above, except that facility for online registration is not available for such
passengers currently. :
(e Such travellers shall submit the self-declaration form to the concerned authorities of
© .’ _Government of India at seaports/land ports on arrival,

_ % Children under 5 vears of age are exempted from both pre- and post-arrival testing. However, if

g found symptomatlc for COVID-19 on arrival or during home guarantine period, they shall undergo -

testmg and treated as per Ia;d down protocol,

& Contacts of the suspect case are the co-passengers seated in the same row, 3 rows in front and 3.

: rows behmd along with identified Cabin Crew. Also, all the community contacts of those travellers

i who have tested posmve (during home quarantine period) would be subjected to quarantine for '14 ‘
: '.;days and tested as per ICMR protoc01
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